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5y Jules .Witcover - 

;,» Washington Post i^taff Writer . .* ^ ’ 

• * ’ .* - ■ '*•*».*-- - * ' 'l’ * * . , 

Formep ^Deputy ./Attorney ;•;] 
General William -D.'Ruckels- • 

t'"’***^ * * li'- t % - *'** 

' naus,rone of -the .victims '6f :* 

■' "i (■'• 1 ■' ■•Tvrr -r-;:.-. V f 

Pr esident’^/Nixon's ' ^‘Satur* 
day-:Night;Massacre’* of-1974,. . • 
said ‘last ’ night ‘. he received ‘ ^ 
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what he considered a “hard ‘ ’ 
offer“ to be Ronald Reagan’s . . | 
running ., mate three weeks • / * 

'I ^ ■ -i; - I T-. 1, J ■ I 

^ ago.-.. 

: Ruckelshaus -.said he told ^ ' ‘ 

. John P. Sears, Reagan’s chief, V. . 

. strategist, And L. ' Keith Bu-'‘\ . ' ‘ 

len, fomer Republican na-\,v , . 

. tional ' committeeman - from • • V 1 

Indiana,- ’who,- he,, said . ex- ' v 
tended the offet^'^ he. would • 
have to tallc' to R^^h first.- ‘ 

^ (They, told him^ hQ' said, ^ they . ’ 

; would set up' a me^ting^and 
■ get' back to him.: 

.Biif theCnext thing he ' ■ 

heard,' V Ruckelshaus said, . 

• was word from *Bulen in a .:. ^ ' 

'■‘. phone ■ call\^ Sunday • ^ight ‘ 

. that . because V Reagan had' ' ; 

' ' fallen', behind. Un the dele- • 
gate cbuh't it had been‘de". .... 

. cided they had to ask Sen. 

V ‘Richard’ • S, Schweiker.. of 
Pennsylvania " to . run, “to .. 

■■‘ boost’ his' chances’’ in the ' . 

'N o r t h e a s t! Reagan an- ' ' , 

hounced' his choice, Monday ' 

t morning;i,<^ v’V ; . 

At- Reagan .headquarters, - v/ 
^■James Lake, his press secre- Vi 

■■-tary, 1 denied that any hard ^ . j 

offer had) ever- been made 

See OFFER, A5, Col. 6 .* 
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' 'and 'Bulen. that they^wbiild ' 

^ ® 1 s h a u a.;‘, “They . he had heard. Reagan say so ^ 
[Sears and Bulen] talked, to; he wanted a running ‘ 
him to find out whether he’d * who was philosophi- .> 

haveany'lnterest. g<iirig b%> seu!" 1 

' 33 far H four, months, ago,**' V' considered himself more lihv 
Lake. said. “But there never V era! than Schweik^. It 
was a hard offer made untU - ■ ^ 

the ■ oib to'Schwelker.” ■ ‘ *®4 

■-;RuckeIshkuk;,siidt6e;;^^^^^^ 
came.^ in_ ^ a . meeUng with - ’ 

Seaw and * Bulen at. the Fed- ' ! 
eral City Club In the late .af- / | 

ternoon, on' or.about July: 6. i 
. he > said Sears’,- had first’- ’ 
broached . the idea about., • 
six; months ago and again 
about we6ks ago, before * ' 
finally ::Aaying .;.yiey.i V .’.‘had i 
pretty "much' decided**, a on . j 
him three weeks’- ago;':i? .'Vw.rt ■ 

•>. The offer,' ' Ruckelshaus- / 
said, was 'premised “on‘the'''j 
-assumption"- -they -'-.were- 
cle^ly 'going to ./Win the ! 
nomination and needed, help i 
^ in the Middle West - In the^-j 
general - election. '^ Ruckel- | 
shaus said he pointed out he?;] 
was a delegate for President- ' 

Ford and therefore '“was' not .'.j 
..- interested - before the ‘ (^onf'Vi: 

Vvention.** 'He said, he' could j 
considerVthe possibility, only. ] 
if 'Mr. Ford lost the. 'nomina*;^ 
tion ta, Reagan, i'thus reliev-^ *, 

■' ing-'him of his /commitment 
/ to the President. "4 

'"'But in ^the ' intervening ^ 
time, the former 'Justice De- , 
partmeht ’.officiat' said; -their -i 
confidence" about i . inning -/ 
had ''} obviously-^ ‘.s-iAllpped, ’ 
cbangingv^. tha'f . assumption J 
and hence, t the '^requirement I 
for a running mate; .i 

-Bulen' fold ■ him ^ Sunday-' 
night, he said; he •was'^ sorry - 
“They weren’t able, to carry =< 
tin/ough * on • the: original "of- 1 
)fer they made, -but It underV.j 
stand that, because the as-: 1 
sumption i on: which: :dt was 
, made had changed.’*-. i 
' Sch^elcker.^in Acce’pU^^ 
the' ’ 'nomination A Monday;, 
made a fecial point ^at he ‘ 
was 'Reagan’s ' first and' only ^ 
choice. . “I am proud "of the i 
leadei'ship Gov.^ Reagan :has j 
shown in this striking depar-V? 
ture from the old-style poli-\ ^ 
tics,’! he said, “and.L.ami'es-'-l 
pecially- proud r to have been ! 

Gov. Reagan’s, first.-^choice,- 
not his.-third, or v fourth, : or q 
fifth / choice -for. jHis.:.posi*.j^ 
tion.” • .’'‘•■i'i 

Ruckelshaus** said^hcTex- * 
pressed' Surprise • tA' Sears'.^ 
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ney general;. i? who refused a 
along ..with^ ‘.Attorney :'-GeP'/.-:‘ '• 
'V eral :. Elliot^- L.^ ' Rlbhardsqn " • 

' Nixon’s order- to fire Wafers 
gate Special Prosecutor "'Ar: p ' ' 
' Archibald .Cox, and .w^ flred/s/ . 
with . Richardson C in 4 , turq, • .y 
Vsald ..his 'WfiitergateT.vhistdiyi^ • ' 
, was not"': menti6ned:;y:*fB;ut 
•v'- that’s /obviously what &ey 
;^had' in’ mirid,’^ hd "said-^^^ 
way -neutralize /the- ' Water*'* 

,• gate issuer.:/"'^" 
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